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News
WHAT’S HAPPENING  |   NEWS

▲

All the latest from the mobile home world – 
including parks, manufacturers and legal issues

 

NEW LODGES IN STUNNING 
POSITION ABOVE ULLSWATER
HILLCROFT Holiday Park, in a stunning location above Ullswater in the 
Lake District, is to be the site of  a new three-acre luxury lodge development 
called Ullswater Lodges.

There will be 16 fully-furnished lodges of  varying sizes, each on an indiv-
idual plot in a secluded part of  the park with landscaping, decking and car 
parking. The season for the lodges will run from March to January.

Three show lodges are already available for viewing seven days a 
week. Prices start at £89,950 for a two-bedroom Pathfinder Holicombe. 
Two larger lodges are also on show, an Advent Cassia at £125,000 and a 
Pathfinder Retreat at £139,950. Alternatively customers can choose and site 
their own model on a vacant plot.

The picturesque 24-acre park already has 180 caravan holiday homes and 
lodges, all privately owned. Owners can sublet through the park, making the 
purchase of  a lodge at Ullswater Lodges an excellent investment opportunity 
with high-season rental prices of  around £800 per week.

Hillcroft Park is one of  eight parks owned by North Dales Leisure Parks. 
Facilities include a children’s play area, shop and on-site park managers. ■

• For info tel: 01768 484959, web: www.northdales.co.uk.

PARK homes insurance provider 
Towergate Bakers has joined 
forces with Cheltenham MP Martin 
Horwood, park home resident and 
campaigner Sonia McColl and legal 
expert Graham Watts to host a 
roadshow for park home owners.

The event takes place at Chelten-
ham Town Football Club on Thursday 
May 26 at 3pm and focuses on recent 
changes in legislation, including qual-
ifying rules for residents associations 
and dispute referrals, as well as 
ongoing residents’ campaigns and the 
need for future legislative reform.

The Roadshow’s creator and 
chairman is Towergate Bakers’ Sales 
Director, Paul Baker.

“I’ve witnessed how park owners 
make life difficult for residents. To 
promote good practice and support 
reform we must engage and debate 
with park home owners and other 
stakeholders,” he said.

“If  we pressurise the Government 
to legislate, I’m hopeful we can safe-
guard residents’ interests in the future.”

Liberal Democrat Martin Horwood 

has many constituents living in park 
homes and recently contributed to 
the House of  Commons Park Homes 
debate. “It’s unfortunate the industry 
is plagued by a small number of  
unscrupulous operators who, frankly, 
make their residents’ lives a misery,” 
he commented.

Martin has recommended that 
there be a “fit and proper person 

test” for park owners to supplement 
the Government’s introduction of  a 
Residential Property Tribunals to deal 
with park owner/resident disputes.

Sonia McColl is a park home resi-
dent and a leading campaigner. Her 
Park Home Owners Justice Campaign 
is bidding for a change in the law so 
that park owners cannot interfere 
with the sale of  a park home owner’s 
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property without good reason. It also 
wants reform to the outdated Mobile 
Homes Act 1983 and supports the 
need for a fit and proper person test.

The fourth panellist will be Graham 
Watts, a leading expert on park home 
legislation and a contributor to Park & 
Holiday Homes magazine.

“For thousands of  residents the 
park home lifestyle is ideal,” Paul 
Baker says. “However, park home 
owners often fall victim to the whims 
of  park owners who are not always 
working in their residents’ best 
interests. I’m therefore delighted with 
our roadshow line-up and hopeful 
these events will encourage park 
home reform.” ■

• If you would like to attend, email 
paul.baker@towergate.co.uk. 
You must be a park home resident 
(full name and address required). 
Numbers are limited. The event will 
conclude with a question and answer 
session and is expected to last two 
hours. Future roadshow dates and 
locations are to be confirmed.

 CORRECTIONS

GREMLINS attacked our Ten Of The Best feature last month (April): what we 
listed as the Pembroke Berkley should have been the Pemberton Berkley. Apol-
ogies to Pemberton for the error. The contact details on page 20 were correct.

Eagle-eyed readers may also have noticed that we had acquired a new pair of  
contributors in our March issue – but we are not attempting to achieve a mon-
opoly on journalistic couples called Liz and Dave. The Kings somehow became 
the Clarkes, thanks to the editor’s flashback to a previous life. He is very sorry. ■

BRITANNIA Parks has released 
land at two parks for use as Kitchen 
or Cottage Gardens by residents.

The gardens, similar to 
allotments, are to be used for 
growing of  vegetables and flowers.

Britannia came up with the idea 
in conjunction with residents to help 
them become more self-sufficient 
and eco friendly. If  residents can 
grow fruit and vegetables they may 
not need to travel to shops as often.

The cottage gardens will be 
prepared by Britannia. Residents 
will then be able to choose a plot 
and a peppercorn rent will be 
charged – probably around £5 per 
year. Plots will have to be kept tidy.

Britannia Parks director Richard 
Sigsworth said the scheme was 
not a money-making exercise, as 
the cost of  preparing the plots 
outstrips the rent charged. “It’s 
about Britannia’s commitment to its 
residents and their environmental 
responsibilities,” he added.

The scheme has been up and 
running at Tregatillian Park in 
Cornwall for some months and has 
proved to be so popular it is also 
about to be launched at Swinhope 
Park in Lincolnshire. ■

• For more information, tel: 
01268 511 555, web: www.
britanniaparks.com.

KITCHEN GARDENS TAKE A 
BOW AT BRITANNIA PARKS

Martin Horwood MP


